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Isaiah	10:33–11:16	(ESV)		
33	Behold,	the	Lord	GOD	of	hosts	will	lop	the	boughs	with	terrifying	power;	the	great	in	

height	will	be	hewn	down,	and	the	lofty	will	be	brought	low.	34	He	will	cut	down	the	

thickets	of	the	forest	with	an	axe,	and	Lebanon	will	fall	by	the	Majestic	One.		

	
1	There	shall	come	forth	a	shoot	from	the	stump	of	Jesse,	and	a	branch	from	his	roots	shall	

bear	fruit.	2	And	the	Spirit	of	the	LORD	shall	rest	upon	him,	the	Spirit	of	wisdom	and	

understanding,	the	Spirit	of	counsel	and	might,	the	Spirit	of	knowledge	and	the	fear	of	the	

LORD.	3	And	his	delight	shall	be	in	the	fear	of	the	LORD.	He	shall	not	judge	by	what	his	eyes	

see,	or	decide	disputes	by	what	his	ears	hear,	4	but	with	righteousness	he	shall	judge	the	

poor,	and	decide	with	equity	for	the	meek	of	the	earth;	and	he	shall	strike	the	earth	with	

the	rod	of	his	mouth,	and	with	the	breath	of	his	lips	he	shall	kill	the	wicked.	5	Righteousness	

shall	be	the	belt	of	his	waist,	and	faithfulness	the	belt	of	his	loins.	6	The	wolf	shall	dwell	

with	the	lamb,	and	the	leopard	shall	lie	down	with	the	young	goat,	and	the	calf	and	the	lion	

and	the	fattened	calf	together;	and	a	little	child	shall	lead	them.	7	The	cow	and	the	bear	shall	

graze;	their	young	shall	lie	down	together;	and	the	lion	shall	eat	straw	like	the	ox.	8	The	

nursing	child	shall	play	over	the	hole	of	the	cobra,	and	the	weaned	child	shall	put	his	hand	

on	the	adder’s	den.	9	They	shall	not	hurt	or	destroy	in	all	my	holy	mountain;	for	the	earth	

shall	be	full	of	the	knowledge	of	the	LORD	as	the	waters	cover	the	sea.	10	In	that	day	the	root	

of	Jesse,	who	shall	stand	as	a	signal	for	the	peoples—of	him	shall	the	nations	inquire,	and	

his	resting	place	shall	be	glorious.	11	In	that	day	the	Lord	

will	extend	his	hand	yet	a	second	time	to	recover	the	

remnant	that	remains	of	his	people,	from	Assyria,	from	

Egypt,	from	Pathros,	from	Cush,	from	Elam,	from	Shinar,	

from	Hamath,	and	from	the	coastlands	of	the	sea.	12	He	

will	raise	a	signal	for	the	nations	and	will	assemble	the	

banished	of	Israel,	and	gather	the	dispersed	of	Judah	from	

the	four	corners	of	the	earth.	13	The	jealousy	of	Ephraim	

shall	depart,	and	those	who	harass	Judah	shall	be	cut	off;	
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Ephraim	shall	not	be	jealous	of	Judah,	and	Judah	shall	not	harass	Ephraim.	14	But	they	shall	

swoop	down	on	the	shoulder	of	the	Philistines	in	the	west,	and	together	they	shall	plunder	

the	people	of	the	east.	They	shall	put	out	their	hand	against	Edom	and	Moab,	and	the	

Ammonites	shall	obey	them.	15	And	the	LORD	will	utterly	destroy	the	tongue	of	the	Sea	of	

Egypt,	and	will	wave	his	hand	over	the	River	with	his	scorching	breath,	and	strike	it	into	

seven	channels,	and	he	will	lead	people	across	in	sandals.	16	And	there	will	be	a	highway	

from	Assyria	for	the	remnant	that	remains	of	his	people,	as	there	was	for	Israel	when	they	

came	up	from	the	land	of	Egypt.		

	
DISCUSSION:			
	

1. Why	do	we	have	Christmas	trees?		Shouldn’t	we	have	Christmas	stumps!?	
2. In	the	past	we	have	discussed	the	fact	that	biblical	prophecy	often	has	“near”	and	

“far”	components.		What	are	the	“near”	components	of	Isaiah	10-11	that	were	
immediately	applicable	to	the	original	audience?		What	are	the	“far”	components?	

3. What	“Spirit”	is	being	described	in	Isa	11:2-4?	

4. In	what	way	is	Jesus	the	“root	of	Jesse?”		Why	do	you	think	Isaiah	didn’t	say	“the	root	
of	David?”	

5. Jesus	didn’t	come	the	first	time	in	the	form	of	vegetation,	and	we’re	not	looking	for	a	
shrubbery	the	second	time	either,	so	obviously	there	is	some	symbolism	in	Isaiah	
11.		What	else	in	this	passage	do	you	think	is	meant	to	be	symbolic?	

6. What	is	important	about	the	last	part	of	Isaiah	11:4?		What	is	Christ	using	to	rule?	
7. What	are	the	characteristics	of	the	rule/	kingdom	of	Jesus	described	here?		When	

will	this	occur?		Compare	Isaiah	11	with	Rev	21:1-5.	

8. Can	we	know	complete	“peace	on	earth”	until	Christ’s	kingdom	has	come	in	fullness?	
9. Christ	will	return	and	will	gather	all	his	people.		How	does	this	make	you	feel	about	

those	faithful	people	you	know	who	have	passed	away?	

10. In	our	current	culture	it	can	seem	like	God’s	people	are	being	attacked	from	every	
angle.		What	does	this	passage	teach	us	about	the	ultimate	fate	of	God’s	enemies?	

11. Ephraim	is	the	term	often	used	for	the	Northern	Kingdom,	Judah	is	the	Southern	
Kingdom.		What	is	v.	13	saying?		Is	there	any	application	for	us	today?	


