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A.!e Kingdom Servant Sees Self 
and Others Accurately (7:1–6)

SUPPORTING IDEA: Jesus’ follow-
ers discern their own faults before 
examining the faults of others.

7:1–5. !is is one of the most o"en 
misunderstood and misquoted passages 
in all the Bible. It is important to under-
stand that Jesus was not making a blan-
ket prohibition against all judgment and 
discernment, but only against that which 
is done in self-centered pride. A good 
summary of his meaning is, “Do not 
judge others until you are prepared to be 
judged by the same standard. And then, 
when you exercise judgment toward 
others, do it with humility.”

A primary evidence for this interpreta-
tion is in 7:5. Jesus did command his lis-
teners to help their brothers and sisters 
with the speck in their eye (exercise 
judgment concerning another person), 
but only a"er we have taken the log out 
of our own eyes. !is presumes that we 
have acknowledged that we have at least 
as great an offending capacity as our 
brother or sister, and so have no cause to 
think of ourselves as be$er. Ma$hew 7:6
also denies a sweeping “no judgment 
whatsoever” interpretation in that it 
assumes we should have the good judg-
ment to discern a “swine” when we see 
one. It is impossible to carry out many of 

the teachings of the Sermon on the 
Mount without exercising humble judg-
ment concerning others (e.g., 5:6, 7, 9–11, 
20, 39, 44; 6:14–15; 7:6, 15–20).

It is one thing to exercise judgment, 
and quite another to have a judgmental 
a$itude. One is an action that might be 
carried out with right or wrong motives; 
the other is a negative character quality.
!e theme of prideful judgment seems 

at first glance to be a radical departure 
from the flow of the sermon. However, 
when we consider some of the teaching 
Jesus had been giving his followers, we 
begin to understand why this warning is 
important. He had been challenging the 
people to rise above what had been 
wrongly considered the ultimate height 
of righteousness (5:20)—pharisaical self-
righteousness. In fact, Jesus challenged 
them to perfection (5:48).

But Jesus also knew well our human 
tendency to take truth and use it to feed a 
new kind of hypocritical supremacy. He 
did not want the hypocritical followers of 
the Pharisees to become the hypocritical 
followers of Jesus. So he stopped and 
warned them to apply his teaching first 
to themselves, then to others.
!is is the central application of 7:1–5. 

Our habitual response to Scripture must 
be to say, “What about me?” rather than, 
“What about others?”
!e Greek word translated judge, con-

1Exported	from	Logos	Bible	Software,	8:42	PM	April	2,	2019.



Stuart K. Weber, Ma!hew, vol. 1, Holman New Testament Commentary (Nashville, TN: Broadman & Holman 
Publishers, 2000).

demn, discern is related to the English 
“critic” and “criticize.”
!e command at the beginning of 7:1 is 

present tense and, therefore, is best ren-
dered as “stop judging.” We are to get rid 
of a critical spirit, but seek to be a dis-
cerning person. (Passages that reinforce 
Jesus’ teaching here are Rom. 2:1; 14:4, 
10–13; 1 Cor. 4:5; 5:12; Jas. 4:11–12.)

Verse 2 expands the principle stated in 
verse 1 with poetic parallelism. Some 
suggest that measure refers to charitable 
judgment. So verse 2 begins with a nega-
tive statement (“If you judge harshly, God 
will judge you harshly”), and ends with a 
positive statement (“If you judge gener-
ously, God will judge you generously”).

In 7:3–5, the speck can mean a small 
speck of anything. !e repeated refer-
ence to your brother refers to fellow 
disciples (5:1–2), meaning that Jesus had 
the Christian community primarily in 
mind. But the principle is also applicable 
to anyone. Jesus’ own familiarity with the 
carpenter’s shop and the frustration of 
sawdust and small particles in one’s eye 
personalizes the illustration.

7:6. !e second of Jesus’ four final 
exhortations is another warning. !is 
warning balances the first (7:1–5), and 
a"empts to head off  another misconcep-
tion Jesus’ listeners might have taken 
away from the sermon. At first glance, 
this verse is difficult to interpret because 

the terms what is sacred, pearls, dogs, 
and pigs are not explained. But the verse 
does guard against our tendency to over-
simplify the do not judge (7:1) statement, 
instructing us to be discerning about the 
character of other people.

Dogs and pigs (wild and unclean) 
likely refer to people who are not only 
unbelievers but also active enemies of 
the gospel (15:14; Luke 23:8; 2 Cor. 6:14–18; 
2 Pet. 2:22). !e most likely interpretation 
is to take what is sacred and pearls to 
refer to the gospel or truth, and to take 
pigs and dogs to mean any person who 
persistently rejects the gospel or truth, 
whether Jew or Gentile. Jesus was teach-
ing his people to use discernment when 
sharing the truth with others. To persist 
in sharing with a resistant person wastes 
time and energy. It can also destroy a rela-
tionship that might prove fruitful later. It 
could even (in the climate of growing 
persecution) result in harm to the 
believer; it could tear you to pieces.

Taking care with whom and how we 
share truth is an important principle for 
believers to grasp in their evangelistic 
efforts. When we share with our neigh-
bors, we tend to feel we have failed if 
they do not accept the Lord on the spot. 
We need to be patient, giving our own 
lives a chance to speak as a testimony for 
Christ and allowing the Holy Spirit to 
take his time to work the truth we have 
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shared into the heart and conscience of 
the unbeliever (John 16:8–11). However, 
we should not be lazy or ina!entive to 
signs that the unbeliever might be ready 
for more. "ere is an art to walking the 
line between pushiness and apathy.
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2919 κρίνω [krino /kree·no/] v. Perhaps 
a primitive word; TDNT 3:921; TDNTA
469; GK 3212; 114 occurrences; AV trans-
lates as “judge” 88 times, “determine” 
seven times, “condemn” five times, “go to 
law” twice, “call in question” twice, 
“esteem” twice, and translated miscella-
neously eight times. 1 to separate, put 
asunder, to pick out, select, choose. 2 to 
approve, esteem, to prefer. 3 to be of opin-
ion, deem, think, to be of opinion. 4 to 
determine, resolve, decree. 5 to judge. 5A
to pronounce an opinion concerning 
right and wrong. 5A1 to be judged, i.e. 
summoned to trial that one’s case may be 
examined and judgment passed upon it. 
5B to pronounce judgment, to subject to 
censure. 5B1 of those who act the part of 
judges or arbiters in ma!ers of common 
life, or pass judgment on the deeds and 
words of others. 6 to rule, govern. 6A to 
preside over with the power of giving 
judicial decisions, because it was the 
prerogative of kings and rulers to pass 
judgment. 7 to contend together, of war-
riors and combatants. 7A to dispute. 7B in 
a forensic sense. 7B1 to go to law, have suit 
at law.
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